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The 25th Anniversary of the Subway Commonwealth Games of Virginia is proving to be an exciting one as 9,500 athletes are expected to compete in 58 sports this year.  Since the Games inception in 1990, approximately 215,000 athletes have competed.  Over it’s history, the Games have had an economic impact of over $75 million with an expected $3 million impact this year.

The Games will kick off Friday, July 18 with the fifth year of the Grand Home Furnishings Athlete Tailgate Party, it’s bigger and better than ever. The celebration is featuring subs, chips, and drinks for all the athletes and coaches provided by Subway, as well as an inflatable zone, face painting, photo booths, and much more! The Roanoke Civic Center Special Events Center doors open at 4:30. There is no cost, so join in, have some fun and enjoy the evening with today’s amateur athletes.

Opening Ceremonies on Friday night, July 18 at 7:15pm, officially begins the 25th Anniversary of the Subway Commonwealth Games of Virginia, Organized by Virginia Amateur Sports. Join our guest speaker, Olympic Gold Medalist Chad Hedrick, as he addresses the athletes, their families and guests in giving his motivational testimony.  Much like the Olympics, this colorful and festive ceremony will include a parade of athletes, indoor firework, the newly crowned Miss Virginia, a BMX Bike Exhibition, the lighting of the cauldron, and a wide variety of interactive events with the athletes participating.

More than 2,800 athletes have competed in events held prior to this weekend across the state including: USSSA baseball, baton twirling, youth swimming, figure skating, sand volleyball, judo, biathlon and kayaking.

Ticket prices for Opening ceremonies are $7 for adults and $4 for students 6-12; children 6 & under are free.  Gold medal passes cost $15 and will allow entry to all sporting events and Opening Ceremonies.

For more information on the Games, including images for download, visit: www.CommonwealthGames.org/news
###
